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Consular and Colonial Service. He was an excellent diplomat
and functionary, pleasant and punctilious, a man whom I should
not like to have to oppose in any negotiations where conflicting
interests were at stake, but who was of sufficiently independent
outlook to be able to form his own judgment and to maintain it
firmly against opposition. Reduced to the position of "Non-
intervention" Ambassador in Spain, from which he was
appointed to the high office of Resident-General in Tunis,
M. Labonne carried out his duties with cordiality and goodwill,
but his work was not what might have been expected of him if
the Qua! d'Orsay had shared his opinion as to where French
interests really lay. M. Labonne could have done much to help
France profit by the rebirth of Spain and the Republican
Government's desire for a policy of open collaboration with the
two great Western democracies. Every time I touched on this
theme in our frequent conversations I seemed to feel behind the
reserve which his Government's attitude imposed on him, a
complete agreement with my point of view. The day the loyalist
troops crossed the Ebro was a happy one for M. Labonne; and his
pleasure was evident in his spontaneous congratulations and in
the satisfaction with which he wrote down in his note-book
(generally used only for small claims or complaints about military
aeroplanes in the Air France aerodrome, or the detention of some
suspicious French subject) all the details which I was able to give
him of this remarkable military operation. His departure coin-
cided with the arrival of the new British Minister, Mr. Ralph
Skrine Stevenson, who must still remember with what discernment
his distinguished French colleague gave an opinion on the problem
with which the two allies were faced by the development of the
inadequately styled "Spanish question."

In September 1936, a few days after my entry into the Cabinet,
Mr. Ogilvie Forbes arrived in Madrid as British Charge d'Aflaires.
Judging by the change in Mr. Forbes's attitude after he had
taken stock of the situation, he must have come to Madrid
with the impression that the Republicans were some kind of
fierce "sans-culottes" or incendiaries. My first interview with
him, on his visit to the headquarters of the General Union of
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